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“Dissent is what’s going to save this country.” - Amy Goodman
0By being here, you afprm that those waging war are not doing it in our names.6 - Doug Allen
0A hate of foreign soldiers cannot be defeated by more foreign soldiers.6 - Hosain Aghamoosa
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“Our national foreign policy represents the point of a bayonet. ... Only peace can create
peace. Only democracy can promote democracy.6 - Al Larson

olt will take our voices, and our coming together, to change the situation in Iraq.6 - Mary Trotochaud
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Peace rally sends a message before
elections

by Joe Knox, Bangor

Hundreds of people from around the state rallied in
Bangor on September 13. They joined hands to send a
clear message to elected ofpcials, and those hoping to be
elected this fall. End the war. Build the peace. Rebuild the
economy. More than pve and a half years after the U.S.-led
invasion and occupation of Iraq, the casualties of war are
no longer conpned to the streets of Baghdad and Fallujah.
The effects are cutting even deeper into lives here at home.
The mood was summarized by Bangor-area social worker
Doug Crate, who said the situation is ocreating havoc for
the have-nots.0

Addressing a crowd estimated at over 400 people in Paul
Bunyan Park, Crate told how social services are losing out
as money is diverted to war-related spending. In recent
years, he has seen how programs for the homeless have
been scaled back by oraising the bar for those who need
help.6 Crate went on to say, 0ltls going to take numberso
to let our leaders know weire in crisis.

The rally was highlighted by singers and speakers
representing peace, labor and religious groups, including
Mary Trotochaud and her husband, Rick McDowvell.
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Trotochaud and McDowvell lived in Iraq after 2003 and
remain in contact with a number of Iragis. Maine labor
activist Katrina Bisheimer spoke about the need for
solidarity between workers in the United States and their
brethren in Irag. Hosain Aghamoosa, an Iranian-American
history student at the University of Maine, described an
American foreign policy driven by the military-industrial
complex. He challenged assertions by political leaders that
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foreign policy is driven by a desire to spread democracy
and that the osurged of troops occupying Iraq brought the
U.S. closer to ending the conyict.
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Hosain Aghamoosa

0A hate of foreign soldiers cannot be defeated by more
foreign soldiers,6 Aghamoosa said.

Al Larson, a member of Veterans for Peace Chapter 003,
afprmed the power of ordinary people to be peacemakers.
Other members of Veterans for Peace then led an

orderly march along the sidewalks of Main Street to the
Hammond Street Congregational Church, where Amy
Goodman, journalist and host of 6(Democracy Now!é, was
to speak. As the crowd pled into the church, they were
serenaded by the Raging Grannies of Belfast, who sang:
0We wonit shut up 6til itds over over there!d
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